
CHECKLIST - RECOGNITION OF ITALIAN CITIZENSHIP         (updated 07/2026)

	IMPORTANT: This checklist has the sole purpose of facilitating the applicant in verifying the possession of the documents required to apply for citizenship by descent. The checklist is for reference purposes only and has no legal value. Consult the website of the Consulate General for information on the required documents, translations and authentications/apostille. Applications with incomplete or insufficient documentation will not be accepted and will be returned. 
The Citizenship Office does not provide advice or make determinations on applications that have not been formally submitted, and does not reply to requests for information that is readily available on the website. 



APPLICATION AND FEES 
· Completed application form (to be signed by the Consular Officer during the appointment)
· Consular fee (cash or money order in CAD) 

DOCUMENTATION FOR THE APPLICANT 
· Valid Passport 
· Second Government-issued Photo ID
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Proof of Canadian residence (Driver’s license, utility bill, bank statement etc.)
· Permanent Resident Card (if not a Canadian Citizen)
·  Passport used to immigrate into Canada with stamps/visas (if not a Canadian Citizens)
· Original Birth Certificate       Apostille      Citified Italian translation
    if Married 
· Original Marriage certificate   Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Foreign Spouse’s passport 
· Copy of Spouse’s Birth Certificate  Apostille      Citified Italian translation 

if the applicant has children under 18 
· Passport of minor children (no translation or apostille is required for this specific document)

if divorced
· Original Divorce judgement/ Order     Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Original Divorce certificate   Apostille      Citified Italian translation

if widowed 
· Original Birth Certificate of spouse  Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Original Death Certificate of spouse   Apostille      Citified Italian translation 

CASE OF FIRST-DEGREE ASCENDANT (exclusively Italian parent)
· Copy of Mother’s IDs 
· Copy of Father’s IDs 
· Original vital records (all of the following must be presented for both parents and must bear Apostille and Certified Italian Translation) 
· Original Birth Certificate (Italian Comune extract if born in Italy)
 Apostille      Citified Italian translation 
· Original Marriage Certificate  Apostille      Citified Italian translation 
· Original Divorce Records (if applicable)  Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Original Death Certificate  Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Proof that the Italian parent was exclusively an Italian citizen at the time of the applicant's birth (examples):  
· Permanent Resident Card of the ancestor (original card, which will be returned, or in certified copy)
· recently issued “Search of Citizenship Records” (The “Search” document must include the exact personal information of the ancestor as per Italian birth certificate and all aliases used in Canada. The “Search” must be authenticated by the Authentication Services Section at Global Affairs Canada)
· Certificate of non-naturalization
· Renunciation certificate
· Other proof requested by the Consulate

· If a direct descendant was born in a country other than Italy and Canada, additional proof of Non-naturalization may be required 
· If the Italian ancestor lived or emigrated to a country other than Canada, a naturalization/non-naturalization certificate is required for each country of past residency. The document must be original, and must be authenticated with the apostille or consular legalization and translated to Italian in the Country of origin. The Italian translation must also be accompanied by the apostille of the Country of origin or the authentication of the Italian Consular office responsible for that geographic region.

CASE OF SECOND-DEGREE ASCENDANT (exclusively Italian grandparent)
to prove that the lineage remained intact you must add to the previous documentation: 
· Copy of Grandmother’s IDs 
· Copy of Grandfather’s IDs 
· Original vital records (all of the following must be presented for both parents and must bear Apostille and Certified Italian Translation) 
· Original Birth Certificate (Italian Comune extract if born in Italy)
 Apostille      Citified Italian translation 
· Original Marriage Certificate  Apostille      Citified Italian translation 
· Original Divorce Records (if applicable)  Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Original Death Certificate  Apostille      Citified Italian translation
· Proof that the Italian parent was exclusively an Italian citizen at the time of the applicant's birth (examples):  
· Permanent Resident Card of the ancestor (original card, which will be returned, or in certified copy)
· recently issued “Search of Citizenship Records” (The “Search” document must include the exact personal information of the ancestor as per Italian birth certificate and all aliases used in Canada. The “Search” must be authenticated by the Authentication Services Section at Global Affairs Canada)
· Certificate of non-naturalization
· Renunciation certificate
· Other proof requested by the Consulate



For clarification on the type of format required for vital records issued in the consular jurisdiction of the Consulate General of Italy in Vancouver, consult the Vital Records section of the website. All vital records and court documents issued in Canada must be accompanied by the Apostille of the delegated Canadian authorities. For information on English to Italian translations consult this page of the website. For all other documents and translations issued outside of this consular jurisdiction, consult the website of the Italian Embassy/Consular Office responsible for the geographic region in which the documentation was issued.


